Something has really been bothering 
me. How come so many sinners liked 
Jesus—but they don't like us. They 
liked to hang out with Jesus. He got 
invited to their homes for dinner, to 
their parties... people even hung in 
trees just to look at Jesus—and He 
wasn't even good looking! 

You might say, “But Jesus was God! 


He was full of charisma and anointing.” 


True. But | think it's more. Nobody 
preached a harder message than 
Jesus. Remember His “eat my flesh 
drink my blood” moment? Yet, Jesus 
had something we lack. Something we 
could have if we wanted. | think it's 
called compelling, compassionate, 
overriding love for people. We say we 
love the lost, but do we really have a 
burden for them? Do we show them 
the face of judgement or the face of 
compassion? 

After 17 years in the "Bible Belt” | 
moved back to California. I'd been 
asking God for more of His heart for 
the lost, and California was the perfect 
place. Sure, there are many believers 
here, but it's also full of people who 
seem to wear their disdain for Chris- 
tians like a badge of honor. 

After being in California awhile, and 
striking up conversations with lots of 
random people, | began to remember 
how | felt before | met Jesus. 

| didn't like Christians either. They 
appeared narrow minded, judge- 
mental, and worst of all, lacking in 
genuine compassion. Their answers to 
life seemed trite and unrealistic. Their 
theology, prehistoric. Their holier than 
thou attitude totally turned me off. In 
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the days when | was looking for "the 
truth" | was positive Christians didn't 
have it. 

In the minds of unbelievers today 
things haven't changed much. Obvi- 
ously, Christians do march toa 
different drum, which for the most part 
is a good thing. But sometimes we 
actually push people away from the 
Lord, instead of drawing them closer. 

Why? 


Fishers ef Men 


Jesus called us to be fishers of men. 
But sometimes we forget how fishing 
really works. Bear with me for a quick 
refresher. 


Maybe the walls 
around our church 
are as high as 

the walls around 
our hearts. 

Way too high for 
sinners to climb. 


A fisher studies the kind of fish they 
want to catch. They find their favorite 
hangout and get bait they can't resist. 
The line is weighted for top or bottom 
feeders. Then it's cast in and the wait 
begins. When a tug is felt, the fisher 
needs to know if it's just a nibble, or if 
the bait has been swallowed. At just 
the right moment, a hard pull "sets the 
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hook.” Many fish are lost by an early 
or late pull. But even when one is on 
the line, it must be very carefully 
reeled in. Often there's a tug of war, 
two feet forward one foot back. Some 
slack is given or the line might snap. 
Big fish can take hours to reel in. 
When the fish is in reach, he might be 
scooped into a net so he doesn't 
wiggle off the line. Even a caught fish 
can flop its way back into the water if 
not tended properly. Sometimes the 
fish is put in a bucket of water to keep 
him alive and fresh. It's only after all 
that effort that you finally get to clean 
your fish. 


I met people who 
put up with my 
ignorance, my 
immodesty, my bad 
language, and my 
spiritual patchwork 
theology. 

They reached out to 
me in genuine love. 
They saw beyond 
my messy offensive 
exterior and looked 
into my heart. 


But what do we do with people? We 
forget the process. We worry about 
how to clean them before they're even 


caught! We want people to stop 
smoking, stop doing drugs, stop 
wearing "unChristian"” clothes, dye the 
rainbow out of their hair, take the 
metal out of their faces, and generally 
clean up their act before—or shortly 
after—they've met Jesus. Why? 
Because most of us want a clean tidy 
church, clean tidy disciples, and clean 
tidy friends to hang out with. 

If Christians would have treated 
me this way, | don't know if | would 
have gotten saved. But | met people 
who put up with my ignorance, my 
immodesty, my bad language, and 
my spiritual patchwork theology. 
They reached out to me in genuine 
love. They saw beyond my messy 
offensive exterior and looked into my 
heart. When they did, they sawa 
heart that was hungry for God. | got 
loved into the Kingdom, by real flesh 
and blood people who showed me, in 
practical ways, how much they cared 
about me. 

| gave my heart to Jesus because | 
could see Him in people who said they 
loved Him. | wanted to be like those 
people. | wanted to know the God they 
knew. Even after Jesus really won my 
heart, it still took awhile before | 
cleaned up my act. It was mostly the 
work of the Holy Spirit, with a few 
“friendly hints” along the way. But we 
often push people to make big 
changes before they're fully won. We 
want them to "prove" they love Jesus 
by changing the outside, before 
they're totally convinced on the inside. 
And believe it or not, sometimes Jesus 
doesn't want them to change their 
outward appearance because He is 
sending them to reach others who 
look just like they do. 
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Catch Them First 


We want to clean our fish before we 
get them into the bucket. Then we 
wonder why they wiggle off the hook! 

Why they leave angry. Why they 
don't like us anymore. Maybe it's 
because they've grasped a basic 
principle we've forgotten. Perhaps they 
instinctively know that if there really is 
a God somewhere, He is going to care 
more about their heart than their hair 
color. This God will see their true value 
even when they're a mess on the 
outside. That's the kind of God this 
generation is looking for. What kind of 
God are we offering them? 

Jesus put up with all kinds of stuff— 
even from His own disciples. Mistakes. 
Arguments. Unbelief. Jealousy. I'm 
sure those guys didn't smell very good 
either. But Jesus really loved them— 
and they knew it. That love won their 
hearts and they followed Him, even at 
the cost of their own lives. 

We forget how spiritually hungry the 
lost really are. We forget that they pray 
(yes they pray) and they cry out for 
help from a God they don't know yet. 
We forget how they think and feel. We 
get so judgemental when they come to 
church looking like they're going to a 
party, instead of rejoicing that they 
came at all! We look superficially. But 
Jesus looks deep into the heart. 

Why Aren't More People Getting 
Saved? Maybe the walls around our 
church are as high as the walls around 
our hearts. Way too high for sinners to 
climb. Maybe we can't see past our 


own little world, into the hearts and 
hurts of people in our communities, our 
schools, our work place, our streets. 
God hears each of their cries. Do we? 
We know if we do, it will cost us. That's 
why we often choose judgement over 
compassion. Judgement distances us 
from people—which means we don't 
have to give any part of ourselves. 
Compassion draws people to us— 
which means we need to give them our 
time, our energy, our love. 


They know if 
there really is 

a God somewhere, 
He is going to care 
more about their 
heart than their 
hair color. 


Look around you. Can you see 
the hurting, the lonely, the poor, the 
young—they are hungry for truth and 
genuine relationship. We really can win 
them to Jesus. It's not that hard. 

So why aren't more people getting 


saved? 


This article is available in print to pass 
out or use at Bible studies. Refer to 
Wise Tract # 2000 when ordering. 

You can also download it for free at 
www.lastdaysministries.org 


Do we show people the face of judgement 
or the face of compassion? 
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We Need Your Help 
To Re-Launch LDM!! 


Dear Brothers and Sisters in Jesus, 


| recently received a note from a friend of LDM who was excited about 
receiving the Last Days Magazine again. He wrote: 


“The LDM Magazine was always an oasis of love and help in my walk with 
Jesus. | couldn't believe how every issue ministered to me, my friends, and 
my family. There are millions like me who have been deeply touched by your 
ministry. | am praying for you during this sweet time of new beginnings.” 


This note came at a time when | was feeling very discouraged with the 
difficulties of getting LDM up and running again. There’s been a lot of spiritual 
warfare against our renewed efforts to impact the world—and that note gave 
me a much needed boost of inspiration. Still, it’s been far from easy. 


With the mailing of this first Last Days Magazine, and updating our new 
ministry website, we have nearly exhausted our finances. If you’ve been blessed 
by our ministry and would like to help us get going again, we seriously need 
your help. 


Please prayerfully consider a sacrificial gift to LDM so we will be sure to 
have enough funds to continue on. Right now we can only send the Last Days 
Magazine to the U.S. and Canada but our heart is to once again have the ability 
to send it around the world—for what ever anyone can afford! 

Please take a moment to pray about what you can give. You will be planting a 
seed that | believe will bare much fruit for God’s kingdom—and it will also be a 
great encouragement to all of us at LDM. 


Thank you so much for your prayers and your support. 


With Love in Jesus, 


on 


-12- 


Yes Melody! 


_) Count me in! | want to help re-launch LDM. 
Here is my gift of 
_] Please send me information about planned giving. 


Name 


E-mail address: 
Address 

City, State, Zip 
Telephone ( ) 


Make all checks payable to: 
LDM, PO Box 2680, Hayden Lake, ID 83835 


All gifts are tax deductable. 


PAYMENT METHOD 

LO) Check U0 Visa U1 MasterCard ' 

U1 Money Order O Discover Eamam LU) American Express es 
Card #: Exp. Date 

Signature 


L) Please add my name as an intercessory prayer partner. 


May we pray for you and any special prayer needs you have? 
Prayer Requests 


Please send the next Last days Magazine to the following people. 
(Please print clearly) 
Name Address 
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Keith Green 
CD’s & Cassettes 


Cass 
CD 
Cass 
CD 
Cass 
CD 
Cass 
CD 
Cass 
CD 
Cass 
CD 
Cass 
CD 


So You Wanna Go Back to Egypt 
So You Wanna Go Back to Egypt 
No Compromise 

No Compromise 

For Him Who Has Ears To Hear 
For Him Who Has Ears To Hear 
The Keith Green Collection 

The Keith Green Collection 
Songs For The Shepherd 

Songs For The Shepherd 

The Prodigal Son 

The Prodigal Son 

Jesus Commands Us To Go 
Jesus Commands Us To Go 


SONGS FOR THE SHEPHERD 

A truly inspiring worship album that will lift your heart to the Lord! 
Includes: Holy, Holy, Holy and Until That Final Day, There Is A 
Redeemer, The Lord Is My Shepherd. 


THE MINISTRY YEARS VOLUMES 1 AND 2 

These 72 powerful songs have changed countless lives. Let them 
change yours! Each volume has over 2 hours of music and a 
special booklet where Melody shares about Keith's life and music. 
Volume 1 1977-1979—38 songs, 3 previously unreleased. 
Volume 2 1980-1982—34 songs, 2 previously unreleased. 


JESUS COMMANDS 

US TO GO 

“Go into all the world and 
preach the Gospel to all 
creation.” (Mark 16:15) 

Full of zeal and wholehearted 
love for Christ, Keith shares 
his burden for the world 
around us. 


TO ORDER: www.lastdaysministries.org 
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1B), @kesource Catalog 


Keith Green 


Music CD’s & Cassettes 

Cass Keith Green: The Ministry Years (2 Cass) $15.95 
Volume 1 1977-79 (Silver Edition) 

CD Keith Green: The Ministry Years (2 CD’s) 22.95 
Volume 1 1977-79 (Silver Edition) 

Cass Keith Green: The Ministry Years (2 Cass) 15.95 
Volume 2 1980-82 (Gold Edition) 

CD Keith Green: The Ministry Years (2 CD’s) 22.95 
Volume 2 1980-82 (Gold Edition) 

Cass The Early Years Volume 1 8.95 

CD_ The Early Years Volume 1 12.95 

Cass O’Lord You’re Beautiful - Songs of Worship 8.95 

CD O?’Lord You’re Beautiful - Songs of Worship 12.95 


Cass Make My Life A Prayer To You - Songs Of Devotion 8.95 
CD Make My Life A Prayer To You - Songs Of Devotion 12.95 


Cass Because of You - Songs of Testimony 8.95 
CD Because of You - Songs of Testimony 12.95 
Cass Here Am | Send Me - Songs of Evangelism 8.95 
CD Here Am! Send Me - Songs of Evangelism 12.95 


Keith Green 


Teaching Cassettes 


Audio “Devotions” or Devotion? $ 4.95 
Audio Keith Green: The Man Behind The Message 4.95 
Audio Grumbling & Complaining (2 Tapes) 8.95 
Audio Dying To Self 4.95 
Audio What's Wrong With The Gospel? (4 Tapes) 16.95 


TO ORDER: www.lastdaysministries.org 
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18) OKesource Catalog 


Books 


104408 Book The Last Days Collection 


$9.95 


sez =Book No Compromise: The Life Story of Keith Green 11.95 
Size Book If You Love The Lord: Uncompromising 
Devotions from the Heart of Keith Green 9.95 


SongBooks 


Songs of Worship and Devotion 


“BEI 


This handy volume Find out what inspired 
contains the first 29 one of the most unique 
articles from the early Christian voices of the 
editions of The Last twentieth century. Keith 
Days Magazine. — Greens life and ministry 
Every page contains challenged all who heard 


a dynamic, powerful 
and challenging article 
that is illustrated with 
the original, compelling 
artwork in full color. 
This is 224 pages of 
life-changing stuff. 


him. After reading No 
Compromise, you'll know 
why. By Melody Green 
and David Hazard. 


SBook Keith Green: The Ministry Years $16.95 
Volume 1 1977-79 

SBook Keith Green: The Ministry Years 16.95 
Volume 2 1980-82 

SBook Keith Green: Oh Lord, You’re Beautiful 14.95 


Known for his passionate 
love for Jesus, his on-fire 
heart for serving Him, 

and his courageous stand 
for truth, singer-songwriter 
Keith Green takes you 

on an adventure that will 
last a lifetime. 100 short 
devotions from the writings 
of Keith Green. 


TO ORDER: www.lastdaysministries.org 
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